
JOB DESCRIPTION
Early childhood educators work with children from birth through five years old in a variety of settings: early learning 
programs (also known as child care centers or daycares), school-based pre-K classrooms or centers that operate in homes 
Key duties include working in classroom settings, supporting development and learning, and documenting progress. 
Educators are also tasked with lesson planning and preparation and provision of meaningful and engaging activities. Early 
childhood educators play a key role in the life of children, creating a solid foundation for their future learning.

WHAT SKILLS & TRAINING ARE NEEDED?
soft skills: 
•	Must be able to communicate with both children and adults on their level (verbal 

communication & social awareness)
•	Must be observant and able to document and communicate observations, as required 

(written communication)
•	Must be able to develop lesson plans and track student progress throughout the year 

(planning and organization)
•	Must be able to move around and be agile enough to be sitting down on the floor, move 

up and down, and lift children when necessary (physical stamina and strength) 
technical and academic skills: 
•	High School Diploma or Equivalent (Assistant Teacher)
•	CDA or ECAC (ECAC required within 2 years of hire date for Lead Teacher in Type III Center)

Early Childhood 
Educator

HOW MUCH WILL I BE PAID ANNUALLY**?

CREDENTIAL & 
CAREER PATHWAYS 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION

$18,600  
Entry Level

$25,100 
Typical

$30,200 
Experienced

WHERE CAN I FIND TRAINING?
AVZ HEALTH PLACE 

BATON ROUGE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

C3 LAB SCHOOL
CAREER TRAINING GROUP

CLL CORNERSTONES
DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

EARLY LEARNING LOUISIANA 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

LASTINGER CENTER
ELITE TEACHERS UNIVERSITY

FLETCHER TECHNICAL 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

JEFFERSON PARISH EARLY 
CHILDHOOD COLLABORATIVE

LSU EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION INSTITUTE

NORTHSHORE TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE 

NUNEZ COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

AT NEW ORLEANS
UNITECH TRAINING ACADEMY

HOW DO I KNOW IF THIS IS A GOOD FIT FOR ME?
•	 You find joy in helping young children learn and delight in 

their progress, and you want to make a positive difference in 
their lives

•	 You like being hands-on and physically active

•	 You enjoy being around children and families and relate well 
to others

•	 You like being in a job where no two days are the same

**Early Childhood Teachers and Directors at Type III Centers are eligible for a refundable tax credit from the State of Louisiana that currently ranges 
in value from $1,894 - $3,787 (2022 tax year). The amount depends on credentials and experience.  The refundable tax credit is in addition to annual 
wages, and it is refundable meaning that if the amount of the credit is more than the tax you owe, you receive a refund for the difference.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-ancillary-certificate-programs-(bese-approved).pdf?sfvrsn=6


ECE 
Lead Teacher 
$18,600 - 30,200 

Annually

Head Start or 
Early Head Start 

Assistant Teacher 
$31,100 annually

AA/BA and 
experience

0-5 Years 5-10 Years

CDA or ECAC

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

ECE – Early Childhood Education 

CDA – Child Development Associate 
(Nationally Recognized Credential provided 
through the Council for Professional 
Recognition)

ECAC  – Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate 
(Louisiana-required credential for lead 
teachers in Type III Centers)

AA/AS – Associate of Arts/Science, two-year 
college degree

AAS - Associate of Applied Science 

BA/BS – Bachelor of Arts/Sciences, four-year 
college degree

$66-97/hour

Teaching 
Assistant/ 

Paraprofessional
$21,300 - 35,400 annually
Para-credential and/or 

additional school
in process

K-12 
Administrator 
$63,000 - 105,000 

annually
BA + Master’s Degree + 

5 years teaching 
experience + 
Assessments

Early Childhood 
Educators

CAREER GROWTH 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION
The career map shows pathways that begin with a position as an early childhood Lead Teacher, and there are opportunities 
for entry-level employment as an Assistant Teacher without these credentials.

K-12 Teacher 
$45,600 - 65,200 

annually
BA + Related 

licensing 
assessments

Early Childhood Adjacent Careers
•	 Family Child Care Provider
•	 Behavioral Specialist
•	 Speech-Language Pathologist
•	 Physical Therapist

ECE 
Administrator 
$36,100 - 62,600  

annually 
ECAC + 1 year 
experience


